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TRYGVE OTTERSEN, MD, PhD  
 

Current and recent appointments 
2017– Executive Director, Norweigan Institute of Public Health, Norway 
2016– Associate professor, Department of Community Medicine and Global 

Health, Institute of Health and Society, Faculty of Medicine, University of 
Oslo, Norway 

2016–  Adjunct professor, Global Strategy Lab, Faculty of Law, University of 
Ottawa, Canada 

2016  Research fellow, Department of International Public Health, Norwegian 
Institute of Public Health, Norway 

2013–16   Research fellow, Department of Global and Public Health and Primary 
Care, University of Bergen, Norway 

2014–16 Postdoctoral fellow, Department of International Public Health, 
Norwegian Institute of Public Health, Norway 

2015 Member of the Office of the United Nations Secretary-General’s Special 
Envoy on Ebola, UN Headquarters, New York. February–May 

2013–14 Member of the Secretariat of the Norwegian Committee on Priority 
Setting in the Health Sector, Ministry of Health and Care Services, 
Norway  

2013–14 Consultant to the Centre on Global Health Security, Royal Institute of 
International Affairs (Chatham House), London, UK 

Education 
2013 PhD, Department of Global and Public Health and Primary Care, 

University of Bergen, Norway 
2010 Fulbright visiting scholar, Harvard Medical School, US 
2009   MD (cand.med), University of Bergen, Norway 
2008  Bachelor of Arts, University of Bergen, Norway 
2005–06  Political economy and philosophy, University of Washington, US 

Scholarships 
2010  Norway-America Association Award 
2009  Fulbright Foundation Flagship Stipend 
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International projects 
2015–2016    Equitable Access Initiative (EAI). Commissioned project by the Global 

Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria to provide input to this 
Initiative.  

2015– Optimizing the Institutional Design of Scientific Advisory Bodies for 
Quality, Salience and Legitimacy. Project led by the Global Strategy Lab, 
Faculty of Law, University of Ottawa.  

2014–     Strengthening International Collaboration for Capitalizing on Cost-
Effective and Life-Saving Commodities. GLOBVAC project. 

2012–    Priority Setting in Global Health – 2020. Project led by University of 
Bergen, Norway, in collaboration with University of Pennsylvania, 
University of Washington, and National Institutes of Health (NIH), US. 

2012–14 World Health Organization (WHO) Consultative Group on Equity and 
Universal Health Coverage.  

2012–14 Centre on Global Health Security Working Group on Health Financing. 
The Royal Institute of International Affairs (Chatham House), UK. 

Publications 
2017 Ottersen T, Grépin K, Henderson K, Pinkstaff CB, Clift C, Norheim OF, Røttingen J-A. 

New approaches to ranking countries for the allocation of development assistance for 
health: choices, indicators and implications. Accepted for publication in Health Policy 
and Planning.  

2017 Grépin KA, Pinkstaff CB, Hole AR, Henderson K, Norheim OF, Røttingen J-A, Ottersen 
T. Allocating external financing for health: a discrete choice experiment of stakeholder 
preferences. Accepted for publication in Health Policy and Planning.  

2017 Skirbekk V, Ottersen T, Hamavid H, Sadat N, Dieleman J. Vast majority of development 
assistance for health funds target those below age sixty. Accepted for publication in 
Health Affairs.  

2017 Ottersen T, Evans D, Mossialos E, Røttingen J-A. Global health financing towards 
2030 and beyond. Health Economics, Policy and Law 12: 105–111. 

2017 Ottersen T, Kamath A, Moon S, Martinsen L, Røttingen J-A. Development assistance 
for health: what criteria do multi- and bilateral funders use? Health Economics, Policy 
and Law 12: 223–244. 

2017 Ottersen T, Moon S, Røttingen J-A. Distributing development assistance for health: 
simulating the implications of 11 criteria. Health Economics, Policy and Law 12: 245–
263. 

2017 Ottersen T, Moon S, Røttingen J-A. The challenge of middle-income countries to 
development assistance for health: recipients, funders, both or neither? Health 
Economics, Policy and Law 12: 265–284. 

2017 Ottersen T, Elovainio R, Evans D, McCoy D, McIntyre D, Meheus F, Moon S, Ooms G, 
Røttingen J-A. Towards a coherent global framework for health financing: 
recommendations and recent developments. Health Economics, Policy and Law 12: 285–
296. 
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2017 Ooms G, Beiersmann C, Flores W, Hanefeld J, Müller O, Mulumba M, Ottersen T, 
Sarker M, Jahn A. Synergies and tensions between universal health coverage and global 
health security: why we need a second ‘Maximizing Positive Synergies’ initiative. BMJ 
Global Health 2(1): e000217.  

2017 Ottersen T and Schmidt H. Universal health coverage and public health: ensuring parity 
and complementarity. American Journal of Public Health 107(2): 248–250.  

2017  Gopinathan U, Ottersen T. Evidence-informed deliberative processes for universal 
health coverage: broadening the scope. International Journal of Health Policy 
Management 6(x): 1–3. 

2016 Voorhoeve, Edejer TTT, Kapiriri L, Norheim OF, Basenya O, Bayarsaikhan D, Chentaf 
I, Eyal N, Folsom A, Hussein RHT, Morales C, Ostmann F, Ottersen T, Prakongsai P, 
Saenz C, Saleh K, Sommanustweechai A, Snowden J, Wikler D, Zakariah A. Three case 
studies in making fair choices on the path to universal health coverage. Accepted for 
publication in Health and Human Rights.  

2016 Ottersen T, Hoffman SJ, Groux G. Ebola again shows the International Health 
Regulations are broken: what can be done differently to prepare for the next epidemic? 
American Journal of Law & Medicine 42: 356–392. 

2016 Ottersen T, Førde R, Kakad M, Kjellevold A, Melberg HO, Moen A, Ringard Å, 
Norheim OF. A new proposal for priority setting in Norway: open and fair. Health Policy 
120: 246–251. 

2016 Voorhoeve A, Ottersen T, Norheim OF. Making fair choices on the path to universal 
health coverage: a précis. Health Economics, Policy and Law 11(1): 53–64. 

2016 Voorhoeve A, Ottersen T, Norheim OF. Making fair choices on the path to universal 
health coverage: response to our critics. Health Economics, Policy and Law 11(1): 103–
111. 

2016 Ottersen T, Grépin K, Henderson K, Pinkstaff CB, Clift C, Norheim OF, Røttingen J-A. 
Health and development: an explicit approach to the design and assessment of country 
classification frameworks. Final report for the Equitable Access Initiative. Norwegian 
Institute of Public Health.  

2015 Hoffman SJ and Ottersen T. Addressing antibiotic resistance requires robust 
international accountability mechanisms. Journal of Law, Medicine and Ethics 43 (S3): 
53–64.  

2015 Ottersen T (2015). Sharing financial responsibilities. In Frenk J and Hoffman S, To save 
humanity: what matters most for a healthy future. New York: Oxford University Press. 
ISBN: 9780190221546. 

2014 World Health Organization (WHO). Making fair choices on the path to universal health 
coverage. Final report of the WHO Consultative Group on Equity and Universal Health 
Coverage. Geneva: WHO. ISBN 978 92 4 150715 8. Authors (* lead authors): Ottersen 
T,* Norheim OF,* Chitah BM, Cookson R, Daniels N, Defaye FB, Edejer TTT, Eyal N, 
Flores W, Gosseries A, Hausman D, Hurst SA, Kapiriri L, Ord T, Reis A, Sadana R, 
Saenz C, Segall S, Sen G, Voorhoeve A, Wikler D, Yamin AE.  

2014 Ottersen T and Norheim OF. Making fair choices on the path to universal health 
coverage. Bulletin of the World Health Organization 92: 389. 

2014 Ottersen T, Kamath A, Moon S, Røttingen J-A. Development assistance for health: 
quantitative allocation criteria and contribution norms. Centre on Global Health Security 
Working Group Papers. London: Royal Institute of International Affairs (Chatham 
House). ISBN 978 1 78413 001 5. 

2014 Røttingen J-A, Ottersen T, Ablo A, Arhin-Tenkorang D, Benn C, Elovainio R, Evans 
DB, Fonseca LE, Frenk J, McCoy D, McIntyre D, Moon S, Ooms G, Palu T, Rao S, 
Sridhar D, Vega J, Wibulpolprasert S, Wright S, Yang BM. Shared responsibilities for 
health: a new global framework for sustainable health financing. Final report of the 
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Centre on Global Health Security Working Group on Health Financing. London: Royal 
Institute of International Affairs (Chatham House). ISBN 978 1 78413 021 3. 

2014 Ottersen T, Mæstad O, Norheim OF. Lifetime QALY prioritarianism in priority setting: 
quantification of the inherent trade-off. Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 12: 2 

2013 Ottersen T, Moon S, Røttingen J-A. The challenge of middle-income countries to 
development assistance for health: recipients, donors, both, or none? Centre on Global 
Health Security Working Group Papers. London: Royal Institute of International Affairs 
(Chatham House).  

2013 Ottersen T. QALY prioritarianism in priority setting. Journal of Medical Ethics 39: 175–
180.   

2013 Ottersen T. Greater benefits and the worse off: specifying and balancing priority-setting 
principles in health. PhD thesis. University of Bergen, Norway. 

2011 Bærøe K, Ottersen T, Eide K, Engjom H, Johansson KA, Miljeteig I, Onarheim KH, 
Norheim OF. Priorities in global health. Journal of the Norwegian Medical Association 
131: 1667–9.  

2008 Ottersen T, Mbilinyi D, Mæstad O, Norheim OF. Distribution matters: equity 
considerations among health planners in Tanzania. Health Policy 85: 218–27.  

Teaching 
2016 MD-program and master program in international community health. 

University of Oslo, Norway. 
2010 Teaching fellow. Harvard School of Public Health, US. 


