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Global governance

• The growth of governance beyond the nation state has been 
described as ‘one of the most distinct political developments 
of the past half-century’ (Bexell et al., 2010, p. 81)



Main global health governance actors

1) Multilateral organisations 
2) National aid agencies
3) Private foundations 
4) The private sector and its engagement through public-

private partnerships
5) Non-governmental and civil society organisations

(Sridhar 2009)



The democratic deficit of PPPs

• Public-private partnership model widely praised as an 
innovative form of governance

• Critics identify power imbalances within this new form of 
governance that are eclipsed by the use of the term 
‘partnership’

• ‘Civil society engagement’ as a panacea



• Civil society organisations provide “essential voices in 
a discordant global health conversation often 
dominated by risk-adverse multilaterals, corrupt 
governments, and neo-colonial donors” (The Lancet, 
2016: 1041). 

• Civil society organisations as the “catalyst” for the 
transformations needed to achieve the health-related 
Sustainable Development Goals (Smith et al. 2016)



• How do specific partnerships define ‘civil society’?
• What functions do they expect civil society ‘partners’ to fulfil 

within global-level decision-making processes?
• Who actually represents civil society within the partnerships' 

governing bodies?
• What level of formal power do these representatives have 

relative to other partners? (Storeng and de Bengy Puyvallée 
2018)
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Methods

• Review of public documents from 18 global public–private 
partnerships for health, focussing on their operations at the 
global headquarter level, rather than at the country-level 
(November 2017).





What is civil society? 



How do PPPs describe civil society partners’ roles?



How well are civil society ‘partners’ represented in 
decision-making?



Who represents civil society in PPPs?



Key messages
• Most global public–private partnerships for health emphasize the 

importance of civil society engagement, but few precisely define 
civil society or specify civil society’s role within governance 
processes.

• International NGOs are the main representatives of civil society 
within health partnership’s global-level governing bodies. They 
have relatively little formal power compared with private–sector 
partners.

• Global public–private partnerships emphasize civil society 
partners’ role in project implementation, advocacy and fundraising, 
but rarely their role as watchdogs or critical voices in global-level 
decision-making.



• THANK YOU!
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