
 

Practice Based Research Networks (PBRN) in Norwegian primary health 

care: from vision to reality.  

PBRNs - also in dentistry practices?  
Open, scientific meeting 

When: Monday Oct. 9th. 2017: 10.00 – 15.00 .  

Where: The auditorium, Institute of Health and society,  

Frederik Holst Building at Ullevål University Hospital area. 

Coffee and lunch will be served.  

Parts of the program will be in Norwegian 

Meeting program  

(chair: professor Jørund Straand, University of Oslo) 

 

10.00 Welcome, about today’s seminar (chair). 

 

10.10 Practice Based Research Networks (PBRN): what are they and why are they so important for 

both the patients, the health care services, the health authorities and the researchers? 

Professor Frances S  Mair, University of Glasgow 

10.45 The Norwegian Primary Care Research Network (PCRN): from vision to reality!  

  Professor Guri Rørtveit, University of Bergen  

11.15 Short break 

 

11.30  Sammen om kunnskapsløft for oral helse -  Forsknings- og innovasjonsstrategi på 

tannhelsefeltet (2017 – 2027). (In Norwegian).   

Spesialrådgiver og tannlege Kjell Røynesdal, HOD (The Ministry of health)  

 

12.15 Lunch 

13.00 Examples of high quality research in primary care which have been made possible due to 

available PBRNs. Professor Frank Sullivan, Universities of St Andrews and Toronto.  

13.45 Medikamentelt utløst munntørrhet sett fra både tannhelsetjenesten og fra 

fastlegehelsetjenesten. Pilotstudien fra allmenntann-nettverket. (In Norwegian) 

Professor Tiril Willumsen, Det odontologisk fakultet, UiO  

14.30 Invited comments (Følgende vil bli invitert: Allmennlegeforeningen, Tannlegeforeningen, 

Odont.fak UiO, MedFak UiO:  5 minutter til hver), Q & A. Discussion   

15.15 End 

 

Påmelding (av hensyn til lunsj) innen1.oktober 2017:  https://skjema.uio.no/86776  
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Frances S Mair              Frank Sullivan      Guri Rørtveit         Kjell Røynesdal  Tiril Wilumsen 

Our speakers at the seminar: 

Professor Frances S Mair 
Frances Mair is professor of Primary Care Research (General Practice and Primary Care), University of Glasgow. She is 

presently in lead of the western part of the Scottish Primary Care Research Network. She entered academic general practice 

at the University of Liverpool where she became Professor of Primary Care Research and Director of the Mersey Primary 

Care R&D Consortium.  While in Liverpool she had a one year research fellowship in Telemedicine/Family Medicine at the 

University of Kansas Medical Centre, USA.  She commenced at the University of Glasgow in 2005 and was appointed Head 

of General Practice and Primary Care in 2009.  She is currently a visiting Professor at the Universities of Liverpool and 

Southampton.  She is a member of the MRC Clinical Research Training Fellowship panel. Mair is former President of the 

Royal Society of Medicine, London, Telemedicine and E-Health Section and Associate Editor Journal of Telemedicine and 

Telecare.  She was awarded the Society of Academic Primary Care and North American Primary Care Research Group Senior 

Investigator Award 2016. 

Professor Frank Sullivan 
Frank Sullivan has been an academic GP since joining a practice in Blantyre, Lanarkshire in 1984.  During his early years in 

practice he undertook a PhD in Glasgow University and a sabbatical year to work as a GP in the Seychelles.  He left to take 

up the NHS Tayside chair of General Practice and Primary Care in the University of Dundee in 1998.  He was appointed as 

the Director of the Scottish School of Primary Care in 2007. 

His research interests lie mainly in health informatics and community based trials, covering the spectrum from record-

linkage of electronic health records to decision support to the evaluation of complex interventions. 

He has published widely on a number of different types of primary care research notably in the management of long-term 

conditions such as diabetes and coronary heart disease in the community. He has published 200 journal articles including 

the BMA research paper of the year in 2009 for a New England Journal of Medicine Paper on the early management of 

Bell’s Palsy.  He was elected a Fellow of the Royal Society of Edinburgh 2011. Frank has also been working as a professor 

and research director in Toronto, Canada, for some years. Here he was responsible for establishing the “UTOPIAN” practice 

based research network at the University of Toronto.  

 

Professor Guri Rørtveit 
Guri Rørtveit er professor i allmennmedisin og instituttleder ved Institutt for global helse og samfunnsmedisin ved 

Universitetet i Bergen. Hun var forskningsleder ved allmennmedisinsk forskningsenhet i Bergen 2006-2015 der hun fortsatt 

har en bistilling. Hun har dessuten arbeidet i primærhelsetjenesten 1993-2015 som kommunelege, bydelslege, fastlege og 

legevaktslege. Hun tok sin doktorgrad i 2004 med registerbaserte studier om svangerskap og fødsel og risiko for inkontinens. 

Siden har hun utviklet flere forskningsprosjekter knyttet til infeksjonsmedisinske problemstillinger i allmennpraksis; giardia-

infeksjon med seinfølger, gastroenteritter mer generelt, impetigo (brennkopper) og influensa. Guri Rørtveit har arbeidet i 

flere år for å utvikle en infrastruktur for klinisk forskning i primærhelsetjenesten (praksisbasert forskningsnettverk). Hun har 

engasjert seg i fagpolitiske prosesser og debatter knyttet til Samhandlingsreformen, HelseOmsorg21-strategien og 

Primærhelsetjenestemeldingen. 

 

Spesialrådgiver Kjell Røynesdal 
Spesialrådgiver, tidligere avdelingsdirektør, i Helse og Omsorgsdepartementet. Har tidligere praksiserfaring som tannlege. 

 

Professor Tiril Wilumsen  
Tiril Wilumsen er professor ved Avdeling for pedodonti og atferdsfag, Institutt for klinisk odontologi, Det odontologiske 

fakultet, Universitetet i Oslo. Wilumsen er blant annet involvert i TOO-prosjektet (tortur-, overgrep- og 

odontofobiprosjektet) både gjennom arbeid med nasjonal kompetanseoppbygging og på Tannhelsetjenestens  

Kompetansesenter Øst. Hun fikk Akademikerprisen for 2014 for sin forskning på tannlegeskrekk i forbindelse med tortur og 

overgrep. Hun var prosjektleder for pilotstudien for allmenntannnettverket. 

 

 

Webside for møtet: 
http://www.med.uio.no/helsam/om/organisasjon/avdelinger/allmed/arrangementer/mote-om-forskningsnettverk 

 


