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Figure 8.2 The plots show individual time profiles in each of the three treatment
groups, respectively.

These plots (often referred to as spaghetti plots) will often become

extremely busy with a high number of subjects, but still we can observe

some basic and important features of the data. First, there is a considerable

variation between the patients, and, second, this variation seems to vary

over the course of the study, suggesting that a model with random intercept

and a random effect of time may be appropriate.

Another plot of interest is the mean profiles of each treatment group. In

Figure 8.3 we have given these as smoothed curves, suggesting that there is

not much of a difference between the three groups, and also suggesting that

a linear effect of time may be appropriate.
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