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Figure 20.4 A hypothetical L’Abbe plot for relative risk with 12 studies.

Figure 20.5 A hypothetical L’Abbe plot for odds ratio with 12 studies.

Figures 20.3, 20.4, and 20.5 show three hypothetical L’Abbe plots, each with 12

studies, for RD, RR, and OR, respectively. The pattern of points in each case fairly

indicates the existence of homogeneity on the respective scale. In practice, the sit-

uation is rarely that obvious, especially when the number of studies is less than

ten. Thus note that the L’Abbe plot for the 15 trials in Bellemare et al. (2004),

shown in Figure 20.6, is notably uninformative in this regard.
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