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We note two points: One, the standard format for MA flow charts (Moher

et al., 2009) requires separately listing studies identified from database

searches and those identified through other sources. This flow chart does

not. Two, the standard format separates the studies included for qualita-

tive synthesis (overall review) from the studies included for quantitative

synthesis (meta-analysis). The latter is a subset of the former. This is

important because, for example, low-quality studies may at times be

excluded from the main MA but later be used for sensitivity analysis (see

Section 20.11).

The primary clinical outcome in this MA was failure of rehydration,

denoted as treatment failure (TF), and the effect measure employed was

RD. The basic data for the included RCTs are given in Table 20.3.

Table 20.3 ORT versus IVT for childhood diarrhea.

Trial no.

ORT IVT

TF Total TF Total

1 1 12 0 12

2 2 15 0 14

3 0 17 0 14

4 3 18 0 16

5 2 22 0 15

6 4 22 4 18

7 1 35 1 17

8 0 41 0 20

9 1 47 2 46

10 0 63 0 31

11 0 50 0 50

12 3 47 0 50

13 2 52 0 52

14 13 100 0 100

15 1 236 0 234

Source: Bellemare et al. (2004), Figure 2.
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