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What are the priorities for the NNP in Scotland moving 
forward?

• Sustain momentum!
• Broaden supply settings

• Hospital
• GPs
• Community pharmacy
• Peers

• Nuanced evaluation
• Tailored outcomes
• Lived experience



Scotland and naloxone now….

1. Progress



1a. Naloxone adoption and reach 
continues to grow…

Number of kits issued per 
quarter

Percentage reach per 
‘problem drug user’

Approx. 145,000 kits issued since start of the programme in 2011/12, of which around 
40,000 have been issued as a first supply. 

Source: Public Health Scotland, 2023



1b. Broadening naloxone supply 
settings / routes



1c. More supply routes = more 
supplies

Source: Public Health Scotland, 2023



1d. Police Scotland naloxone: pilot 
to policy in 12 months!
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1e. ‘How to save a life’ mass media 
campaign, August 2021 – Jan 2022

Main campaign:
• 30th August 2021 - 24th October 2021
Booster campaign:
• 13th December 2021 - 13th January 2022
Delivered on:
• TV 
• Radio
• Social media
• Outdoor locations (bill boards, transport hubs, shopping 

centres, etc.)



1e. ‘How to save a life’ mass media 
campaign, August 2021 – Jan 2022

Campaign materials directed people to the ‘Stop the 
deaths’ website that provided educational information 
and links to naloxone training and to order a naloxone 
kit:



1e. Objectives of the ‘How to save a life’ 
mass media campaign

(1) Increase awareness of drug-related 
deaths, the signs and symptoms of 
an overdose and how to respond to 
an overdose

(2) Increase the supply of take-home 
naloxone 



1e. HTSAL increased the community supply of 
THN for the duration of the main campaign  

Source: Trayner et al, 2023
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1f. Legal changes

“For the period of disruption caused by COVID-19/ Coronavirus, the Lord 

Advocate has confirmed that it would not be in the public interest to 

prosecute any individual working for a service registered with the Scottish 

Government Population Health Directorate who supplies naloxone to another 

person for use in an emergency to save a life. Nor will it be in the public 

interest to prosecute employees of NHS bodies who supply such services 

with stocks of naloxone. This statement of policy is subject to the condition 

that appropriate instruction on the use of naloxone and basic life support 

training will be provided to persons receiving the medication for such use 

alongside the medication.”



Scotland and naloxone now….

2. Challenges



2a. Naloxone carriage is 
improving, but much more to do…

Take-home naloxone supply and carriage among 
PWID, Scotland, 2011-2020

Source: Needle Exchange Surveillance Initiative, 2021



2b. Demonstrating impact

% opioid-related ODs within 4-
weeks of prison release

% opioid-related ODs within 4-
weeks of hospital discharge

Source: Public Health Scotland, 2022



2b. Demonstrating impact

Source: National Records of Scotland, 2023
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Source: Public Health Scotland, 2023





How have we fared since ThINC 2? 

What are the priorities for the NNP in Scotland moving 
forward?

• Sustain momentum! 
• Broaden supply settings

• Hospital
• GPs 
• Community pharmacy 
• Peers 

• Nuanced evaluation
• Tailored outcomes 
• Lived experience 
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What are the priorities for the NNP in Scotland moving 
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• Sustain momentum! 
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• Police 
• Paramedics 
• Families 
• General Public 



Next steps…

• Sustain momentum!

• Broaden supply settings
• Hospital

• Impact evaluation
• Mathematical modelling approach

• How many deaths has naloxone averted alone or in 
combination with other interventions (e.g. OAT)?

• How many deaths could naloxone avert alone or in 
combination with other interventions under different 
scenarios?



Thank you for listening
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