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Overall findings in the survey
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• Many Norwegian researchers are well-suited to ERC 
application

• ERC grants enjoy a high profile and prestige, a majority 
of the respondents considers applying (again)

• Previous grant experience offers good preparation and 
‘pipelines’ to ERC application

• A lot of variation in the kind of support the ERC 
applicants have received

Barriers and opportunities for Norwegian participation in 
the ERC



Other findings for follow-up

05.08.2019

Kolumnetittel

3

• Mis-match between national and institutional strategies and the ability of individual 
departments or faculties to target and support specific ERC applicants 

• Many researchers struggle to self-assess whether they are the right ‘fit’ and at the  right career 
stage to apply

• More support from peers is wanted

• Many non-applicants are not aware of the support available

• Focus on multiple application. 2/3 have applied only once

–Only 6% succeed the first time

–Success rate doubles from the second application

Acknowledge that first time ERC application is as much about capacity building and 
familiarisation as it is about success



Marie Skłodowska-
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• Increase in number of 
successful Norwegian 
applications until 2017

• 2018 results not so good, but 
some projects on reserve lists

• The increase in IF is due to 
“Master classes” at the  
institutions

• A very high percentage of the 
ITN-applications are 
resubmitted 0
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IF: Individual Fellowships, ITN: Innovative Training Networks, RISE: Research and Innovation Staff Exchange


